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1,334,861$        
91,184$              

1,780,080$        
3,206,124$        

Expenses Outstanding
Budget To-date Obligations

Indirect 1,300,186$         225,008$           1,075,178$         
Staff Directed Projects 122,500$            6,599$                115,901$             

Grants 749,978$            81,432$              668,546$             
Scholarships 94,000$              -$  94,000$               

2,266,664$         313,039$           1,953,625$         

45,592$               
2,847,494$         
1,953,625$         

939,461$             

February 23, 2021

FY 2021 BUDGET

FY 2021 OBLIGATIONS

CURRENT FINANCIAL STATUS

FY 2020 Carry Forward  

Estimated Carry Forward FY 2021
FY 2021 Outstanding Obligations 

Federal Fund Balance
 State General Revenue Balance

Children's Commission
Financial Report

FY 2021 State General Revenue 
FY 2021 Federal Distribution

FY 2021 Available Funds
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Children’s Commission Meeting 
Collaborative Council Updates 

February 26, 2021  

− Texas RioGrande Legal Aid Foster Youth Justice Project

− Texas Lawyers for Children





Texas Foster Youth Justice Project

The Texas Foster Youth Justice Project provides free legal advice, assistance, 
guidance and representation for current and former foster youth throughout 
Texas for matters involving foster youth rights and barriers to a successful 
transition to independent living. The Project also provides legal assistance to 
youth who are experiencing homelessness and without the support of parents 
and caregivers. Besides providing representation, the Project serves as a free 
resource to those who assist foster and homeless youth and young adults. The 
Project conducts training, continuing legal education, outreach, and maintains a 
web page with numerous resources, www.texasfosteryouth.org. A Guide to 
“Aging Out” of Foster Care in Texas, currently in its 7th edition, is updated and 
published by the Project. The Project can be contacted toll-free at 877-313-3688 
or info@texasfosteryouth.org. 

In 2019 legislation was passed to make it easier for foster youth and homeless 
youth to obtain their Texas birth certificate and Texas DPS issued identification 
card and license.  Our project worked with various entities including the Vital 
Statistics Department of State Health Services, DFPS, and DPS in implementing 
law’s provisions which relax the documentation requirements and facilitate 
access without parent consent or DFPS caseworker presence.  We recently issued 
detailed guidance about how foster youth can obtain their birth certificate, 
identification card and license.  The documents can be found on our web page 
texasfosteryouth.org in the Identification Documents and CPS Records section. 
There is also a link to webinar that covers how to help foster youth obtain these 
documents.   When a youth is aged 16 or older, or less than 6 months away from 
their 16th birthday and still lacking a certified birth certificate, Social Security card 
and Texas Identification Card or license, we encourage the judges overseeing their 
cases to direct DFPS caseworkers to review these materials and assist the youth 
with obtaining the documents.   

Judges should know that caseworkers should prepare and issue to a youth a 
Foster Care Verification Form 2042 that helps the youth obtain their birth 
certificate and Texas ID or license.   While caseworkers are ultimately responsible 
for obtaining the documents for their youth before their 16th birthday, if the 
youth’s placement or CASA are wanting to assist, the Form 2042 can help them 

mailto:info@texasfosteryouth.org
http://texasfosteryouth.org/legal-resources/legal-resources-for-youth/legal-documents/


Texas Foster Youth Justice Project

work with the youth to complete the ID document process.   You can find more 
information about the form in the guidance on our webpage. 

One other important identification document issue is obtaining a Social Security 
card while Social Security offices are closed during the pandemic.  DFPS SSI 
coordinators have in some cases been able to obtain the card from their local 
Social Security office for foster youth.  It our understanding that the coordinators 
in at least some locations are having scheduled visits to the local offices because 
of the many Social Security matters they need to address for children and youth 
the DFPS’s care. So, the judiciary may want to encourage DFPS staff to take steps 
to address this issue with their SSI coordinators.   







Texas Lawyers for Children 
Impact of Legal Professional Trauma Training 

Through our Legal Professional Trauma Training, funded by the Office of the Governor, Texas Lawyers 
for Children has trained over 1,000 judges, attorneys, CASAs and other professionals on the impact of 
trauma on children and related legal issues. The feedback has been very positive. One recent training 

participant made these comments: 

“I have waited for a training like this to be released 
for about 15 years, since I first became a trauma-
informed parent. I changed my law practice from 
intellectual property law to children’s law when my 
adopted child showed me and taught me what trauma 
was all about. As I tried to explain these concepts to 
schools, caseworkers, and others, they looked at me 
like I was crazy. Even in court all these years later, I 
see such a huge lack of trauma knowledge among 
attorneys and even some caseworkers. THIS is the 
training I wish I had been given before adopting my 

daughter so she didn’t have to teach me, through her behavior and suffering about trauma. 
THIS is the training I hoped I could give teachers, social workers, therapists, friends, and 
family 15 years ago to support our family and could not. THIS is the trauma training attorneys 
need. It would change the lives of children everywhere if those in the system could 
understand these concepts. I have been to hundreds of hours of trauma training and 
conferences but, if I had to pick just one training for everyone to see, this would be THAT 
training.” 
These are a few examples of how judges and attorneys have used the information they learned in TLC's 
Legal Professional Trauma Training Program: 

• A judge is requiring all mental health professionals in his court to be trained in trauma to ensure
these professionals do not misdiagnose or improperly medicate these children.

• An attorney represented a child who kept running away from a group home that was not
meeting his needs, so the attorney found a trauma-informed placement, and the child is doing
much better.

• An attorney helped biological parents understand their own trauma and helped them get better
access to services so they can be reunified with their children.

• An attorney identified a child who was a victim of sex trafficking and got the child into safety.
• An attorney helped restore an adoption that was breaking down because a child’s symptoms of

trauma were misunderstood, so the attorney educated the family about how they could help.
• An attorney helped a child keep important connections, which are necessary for healing from

trauma, by helping the child have more visits with siblings and grandparents.
• An attorney recognized that a struggling child may have fetal alcohol syndrome and helped the

child get testing and access to services.
• A child was about to be kicked out of a foster home and moved to an institution, so the attorney

helped the foster family get counseling so the child would be able to stay with a family.
• Through advocacy at a meeting for a child to receive special education services at school, an

attorney helped a child have a cool-down place at school to avoid disciplinary actions. Discipline
at school is often a reason for placement breakdowns in foster homes.

• An attorney who represents the Department of Family and Protective Services has begun
pushing her client to be more proactive when children are being inappropriately given
psychotropic medication instead of receiving trauma-informed services.
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